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'■ Sr ^ ^SAROEK ERT *1® AT GEM DON'S INITIATIVE, COL CONE IN 
3ET SM D ° N IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON ON EVENING OF 


23 OCT. gg 



3. DON STATED THAT HE HAD TALKED TO AMB LODGE AND THAT LODGE HAD 
VOUCHED FOR COMEIN. DOM EMPHASIZED THAT HE HAD TOLD AMB LODGE THAT 
HE AND HIS GROUP HAD MO POLITICAL AMBITIONS, THAT THEIR ONLY DESIRE 
WAS TO WIN THE WAR AGAINST THE VC AND RE-ESTABLISH THE PRESTIGE OF 
VIETNAM AND THE ARMY. „ E STATED FLATLY THE ONLY WAY TO WIN BEFORE 
THE AMERICANS LEAVE IN ,965 WAS TO CHANGE THE PRESENT REGIME. DON 
INOIC^HEJI^raNPLETELY SATISFIED AT CONEIN'S BONA FIDES AS WER r 


S-^:~zs 




jj — rr j 



THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERALS COUP COMMITTEE. 

4. DON ADDED THAT HE AND HIS FELLOW GENERALS WISHED TO DO EVERY- 
THING POSSIBLE TO AVOID AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE COUP. HE STATED 
EMPHATICALLY THAT OTHER AMERICANS SHOULD QUIT TALKING TO COLONELS AND 
MAJORS* ABOUT COUP ACTION SINCE IN THIS WAY, AMERICANS WILL INVOLVE 
THEMSELVES DESPITE ANY DISCRETION ON THE PART OF THE GENERALS. 

CONEIN ASKED FOR SPECIFICS ON THT’S POINT. DON REPLIED MERELY HE 

/ 

RECOGNIZED CONEIN TO BE THE PROPER CONTACT ON THE AMERICAN SIDE AND 
THE AMERICANS SHOULD RECOGNIZE HIM AS THE PROPER CONTACT ON THE 
VIETNAMESE SIDE. ALL OTHER DEALINGS ON THE SUBJECT OF COUP ACTION # 
BETWEEN AMERICANS AND VIETHNAMESE SHOULD CEASE. DON WOULD NOT 
3E MORE. SPECIFIC. 

5. EXPLAINING THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE A«vD 
WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS (THIS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN CLEARED WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR), CONEIN CALLED TO DON’S ATTENTION THE FACT THAT THE AMS 
WOULD 3E LEAVING FOR A BRIEF TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES ON 31 OCT, 
THAT IT MIGHT PROVE IMPORTANT BOTH TO VIETNAMESE AND AMERICAN CON- 
SIDERATIONS OF THIS QUESTION SHOULD AMB LODGE HAVE A COMPLETE GRAS? 
OF THE GENERALS' PLANNING PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE. DON REPEATED THAT 
AMB LODGE WOULD HAVE THE PLANS BEFORE THE COUP BUT WHEN PRESSED ON 
HIS PREVIOUS COMMITMENT TO MAKE THESE PLANS AVAILABLE 48 HOURS IN 
ADVANCE, DON STATED THAT POSSIBLY THE PLANS COULD ONLY BE MADE 
AVAILABLE 4 HOURS IN ADVANCE. DON' QUESTIONED CONEIN CLOSELY AS TO 
WHAT TIME ON THE 3 1ST THE AMS WOULD BE LEAVING. DON ADDED THAT HE 
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hoped the amb would not change, his schedule, as any change night be 

SUSPECT. DON STATED NOTHING. WOULD BE HAPPENING WITHIN THE NEXT 43 HOURS 
AND THAT, IF THERE WAS A GOOD REASON FOR THE AN3 TO CHANGE HIS PLANNING, 
THE AMB WOULD BE INFORMED IN TIME TO MAKE HIS OWN DECISION. DON ADDED 
THAT HE WOULD BE LEAVING ON THE MORNING OF 29 OCT TO SEE GEN DO CAO 
TRI AND GENERAL NGUYEN KHANH, THAT THE COVER FOR THIS TRIP WOULD BE 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF MEDALS. ACTUALLY, DON WOULD BE TALKING TO TRI 
AND KHANH TO PERFECT THE PLANNING. W ASKED CONEIN TO REMAIN AT 
HOME FROM WEDNESDAY EVENING ONWARD. 

s. A NEW SECURITY SYSTEM FOR CONTACTS WAS EXPLAINED TO GEN DON 

INVOLVING CUT-OUTS FOR COMMUNICATIONS PURPOSES, THE USE OF OTHER SAFE ' 

SITES FOR MEETINGS, SAFETY SIGNALS, AND THE USE OF MILITARY VEHICLES 

FOR TRANSPORTATION FROM POINT TO POINT. DON APPEARED TO ABSORB ALL OF 

THIS, AGREED ENTIRELY AND MADE NOTES AS TO HIS PART IN THESE ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

7. CONEIN RECALLED TO DON TCHE LATER'S PREVIOUS MENTION OF LT COL 

PHAM NGOC THAO. DON SAID TO BEWARE OF THAO SINCE HE IS NOT ABOVE 

FABRICATION and IS SUSPECT BY THE GENERALS' GROUP. DON ADDED THAT THAO 

IS A PROTEGE OF NGO DINH THUC AND NHU, THAT LIKEWISE THAO IS UNDER 

SUSPICION BY COL DO MAU, CHIEF OF THE MSS. DON ADDED THAT EVEN GEN 

KHANH IS SUSPECTED BY THE PRESIDENT AS NOT BEING ENTIRELY LOYAL 
4500 








3. GEN DON WAS AGAIN QUESTIONED ABOUT THE PARTICIPATION OF GEN TON 
THAT DINH IN THE COUP* PLANNING. DON REPEATED THAT DINH IS NOT 
PARTICIPATING IN THE PLANNING, THAT DINH IS UNDER SUSPICION 3Y NGO 
DINH NHU, WITH WHOM DINH ARGUED WHILE HE WAS MILITARY GOVERNOR OF 
SAIGON. DON REITERATED THAT GEN DINH IS CONTINUOUSLY SURROUNDED 3Y 
COUP COMMITTEE SYMPATHIZERS AND THJB’SE PERSONS HAVE BEEN GIVEN ORDERS TO 
ELIMINATE DINH IF HE SHOWS ANY SIGNS OF COMPROMISING THE COUP. 

9 . DON WAS PRESSED TO REVEAL DETAILS OF THE UNITS PARTICIPATING IN 
THE COUP. DON SAID THAT THIS WAS NOT HIS SPECIFIC FUNCTION WITHIN 
THE COUP COMMITTEE AND THEREFORE HE COULD NOT ANSWER THE QUESTION WITH 
PRECISION. ’ DOM OUTLINED HIS FUNCTION AS THE CONTACT MAN WITH THE 
AMERICANS, OTHER GENERALS, AND DIVISION COMMANDERS. GEN LE VAN KIM IS 
DOING THE POLITICAL PLANNING AND THE MILITARY PLANNING IS IN THE 
HANDS OF OTHERS (COMMENT: PRESUMABLY "BIG KINH" HIMSELF). OF THOSE 
UNITS WHICH HE HAD KNOWLEDGE HE LISTED: 

A. ONE HALF OF THE AIRBORNE BRIGADE (SPECIFIC UNITS NOT KNOWN 

TO HIM). 

3. TWO BATTALIONS OF MARINES (SPECIFIC UNITS UNKNOWN). 

COL NGUYEN KHASG, MARINE CO, FEARS FOR HIS FAMILY AND WOULD LEAD THE 
ENTIRE MARINE CORPS INTO THE COUP IF HE COULD BE ASSURED THE SECURITY 
OF HIS FAMILY IN CASE HE IS KILLED. 

C. ALL OF THE AIR FORCE WITH EXCEPTION OF ITS COMMANDER, COL 

HUYNH HUU HIEN. 

D. SOME UNITS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL GUARD PLUS AT LEAST FOUR TANKS. 
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E. THE ENTIRE 5TH DIVISION. 

F. THE 9TH DIVISION' (COMMENT: NOV IN THE DELTA) AFTER THE COUP 
BEGINS. 

G. ENTIRE 2 1ST DIVISION. 

H*.- HALF OF THE 23RD DIVISION (SPECIFIC REGIMENTS NOT KNOWN). 

19. GEN DON SAID THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF THE POSITION OF THE 7TH 
DIVISION BUT DID KNOW THAT NEITHER THE NAVY NOR THE SPECIAL FORCES 

ARE INVOLVED IN ANY WAY. HE SA^D LIKEWISE THE 135TH REGIMENT WAS NOT 

/ 

INVOLVED. HE INDICATED SOME POSSIBILITY THAT THE COMBAT POLICE AND ■ 

OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE NATIONAL POLICE IN SAIGON MIGHT JOIN IN AFTER 

THE COUP BEGINS. HE COULD NOT GIVE AN OPINION WITH RESPECT TO THE ’ 

46TH AND 4STH TERRITORIAL REGIMENTS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT HE WAS 
% 

NOT DOING THE MILITARY PLANNING. 

11. DON VOLUNTEERED THAT GEN TRAN THIEN KHIEM WAS BEING VERY 
CIRCUMSPECT AT THE MOMENT 3ECAUSE HE KNOWS HE IS UNDER SUSPICION BY 
THE PRESIDENT. 

12. THE ONLY ADDITIONAL DETAILS THAT DON COULD OFFER WERE: 

A. COMMAND POST FOR THE COUP WILL BE THE JGS. THIS WAS CHOSEN 
BECAUSE OF ITS PROXIMITY TO SPECIAL FORCES HEADQUARTERS AND TAN SON SHUT. 

•3. THE GENERALS ARE AWARE THAT THERE ARE TWO UNDERGROUND 
TUNNELS OF ESCAPE FROM GIA LONG PALACE. THESE TERMINATE AT THE 

CEMETARY AT THE CORNER OF PHUNG KHOC KHOAN AND PHAN THANH GIAN AND 

* 

AT THE ZOO. THESE WERE FORMERLY PART OF THE SEWERS BUT THE 
SEWERAGE HAS 3EEN DIVERTED INTO OTHER CHANNELS. 
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C* AT THE MOMENT OF THE INITIATION OF THE COUP, PTT WILL BE 
TAKEN AND PHONES CUT OFF. 

13. IN CLOSING, GEN DON SAID THAT HE WOULD BE IN CONTACT AGAIN 
WITHIN 48 HOURS, UTILIZING THE NEW SYSTEM OUTLINED BY CONEIN. HE 
PLEADED THAT THE AMB NOT ALERT THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN ANY WAY, 
SPECIFICALLY THAT AMERICANS NOT BE 'foLD TO STOCK UP ON FOOD SINCE 
THAT WOULD BE AN INSTANT ALERT TO''THE GVN. 

14. COUNTERSURVEILLANCE OF THE MEETING REVEALED NO UNUSUAL 
ACTIVITY IN THE AREA. 
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